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GUIDELINES FOR THE CELEBRATION OF QUINCEAÑERAS 
(To be read by the Quinceañera itself) 

 

INTRODUCTION- THE NATURE OF QUINCEAÑERA 

 

The quinceañera is a traditional celebration of life and gratitude to God on the occasion of the 

fifteenth birthday of a young Hispanic woman. The ritual emphasizes her passage from 

childhood to adulthood. The family usually requests a Mass or a blessing to be held in the 

Church. The rite is frequently celebrated in several countries in the Americas, including Mexico, 

Central and South America and the Caribbean. It is frequently requested by Hispanic Catholics 

in the dioceses of the United States of America. In the presence of family and friends, the young 

woman (the quinceañera), often accompanied by young men and women of her choice, (damas y 

chambelanes), enters the Church in procession, together with her parents and godparents.  

After the Liturgy of the Word, the quinceañera makes a commitment to God and the Blessed 

Virgin to live out the rest of her life according to the teachings of Christ and the Church by 

renewing her Baptismal promises. Then, signs of faith (medal, Bible, rosary, prayer book) may 

be blessed and given to her. A special blessing of the quinceañera concludes the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist. After Mass, the young woman is presented to the community. The ritual continues 

with a dinner and sometimes a dance in her honor.  

In order to maintain a necessary spirit of reverence for the house of God, the following 

guidelines are to be observed by all families/parties planning to celebrate a Quinceañera at 

St. Joseph-Stratford or Our Lady of Guadalupe-Cactus Catholic Church. 

 

QUINCEAÑERA FORMATION 

 

Young ladies wishing to celebrate a quinceañera at St. Joseph-Stratford or Our Lady of 

Guadalupe-Cactus are expected to attend Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation and 

are expected to receive the sacrament of Reconciliation on a regular basis and to receive 

this Sacrament prior to her celebration.  

If the Quinceañera stops attending Mass, after the family schedules a date for the celebration, the 

priest may choose to cancel and not celebrate the Church celebration itself. It is important that 

the Quinceañera and the family are mindful that this is a Thanksgiving celebration to God for 

the Quinceanera’s life and not simply a show. The family or quinceanera may choose to have 

the celebration/party without the Mass itself if you think this is a hard commitment.  

As a general rule, the quinceañera wishing to have their celebration at Our Lady of Guadalupe-

Cactus or St. Joseph-Stratfor must be baptized and have already received the sacraments of First 

Confession, First Communion and Confirmation (a confirmation certificate must be presented 

before the Mass will be celebrated). 

 

OFFERING 

 

For active parishioners, the usual offering to the Church is $200. 

A 50% non-refundable deposit is required to reserve officially the date and time.  

The deposit is due two (2) weeks following the initial scheduling of a date being set.  



 

SHOWING REVERENCE IN GOD’S HOUSE 

 

When coming to the Church for the quinceañera, please remember that the church is the house of 

God. It is consecrated for sacred use only. Talking and visiting should take place in the Narthex 

of the church. Please be especially mindful of the fact that the Blessed Sacrament is reserved in 

our church, and should be treated with great respect and dignity. Likewise, the sanctuary of the 

church, as well as its furnishings, are all consecrated for specific purposes. They are to be treated 

with proper respect, and may not be moved or used for anything outside of the liturgy. Most 

especially, the altar itself is to be treated with great respect: It is consecrated and is a symbol of 

Christ himself. Absolutely nothing may be placed on the altar, except the bread, the wine and the 

book necessary for the celebration of the Eucharist.  

To prevent damage to the pews and other surfaces in the church, we ask that nothing be attached 

with tape, sticky tack, push tacks, glue, wire or paperclips.  

No balloons, butterflies or any other type of flying object may be stored or used in church or the 

vestibule.  

No glitter is allowed in the Church (talk to your florist about this). If glitter is found, the family 

must provide a non-refundable $500 cash deposit prior to the service for the sake of cleaning the 

church.  

• Food, chewing gum, and drinks of any kind are not to be brought and consumed in or around 

the church. The use of alcohol and tobacco is strictly and absolutely prohibited at any time on, or 

near parish property by persons participating in the quinceañera ceremony. This includes anyone 

connected with the occasion.  

• Men and boys are to remove their hats. 

• Because we celebrate our liturgies in God’s house, a modicum of respect is expected for the 

parties celebrating the quinceañera. For those in the quinceañera procession, modest dress is 

required, with no exposure of shoulders, chest or clothing above the knee. Strapless and low-cut 

gowns, though fashionable and popular, are not appropriate at a Catholic setting. If you select a 

strapless or low-cut gown, we ask that you also select a stole or short jacket to wear during the 

religious ceremony. The celebrant reserves the right to cover those who are not dressed modestly 

in church. 

 

QUINCEANERAS COMMITMENT 

 

By signing this Agreement, you acknowledge that you have read this Agreement, including the 

Mass Attendance Policy.  

 

____________________________   ____________________________________ 

Date       Signature 

 

FOR THE USE OF THE PARISH OFFICE 

 

Quinceaneras Celebration CDate: ________________________________________________  

 

Time: _________________________ 

 

Approved by: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Deposit (Date and amount)  ___________________________________ Balance: ____________ 

https://www.lawinsider.com/clause/acknowledgment-of-reading-and-understanding

